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•	 Hal Wright, CFP® is a nationally known 
consultant, author and lecturer on the sub-
ject of special needs planning. He is a parent 
of an adult with Down syndrome. He helps 
individuals, families and professionals to 
create plans that ensure an adult with a dis-
ability a rightful place in the community ap-
propriate to his or her capabilities, needs and 
resources.

•	 He has developed advanced planning con-
cepts, practices and tools: a systematic plan-
ning approach that focuses on an individu-
al’s capabilities and not the disability, how to 
create life and resource plans, how to explic-
itly	link	financial	and	estate	planning	to	the	
life	plan,	how	to	estimate	 lifetime	financial	
support, strategies for funding and managing 
a special needs trust, how to create the sup-
ports to make independent living possible, 
and how to plan for an individual’s contin-
ued care after the parents or family members 
have passed away.



Hal Wright’s book provides comprehensive guid-
ance on creating a life plan to transition a special 
needs child to independence or to ensure they are 
well cared for in the future.

Beginning with a vision of a meaningful life for the 
child, Hal Wright explains how to form a practi-
cal plan to reach these goals, how to mentor per-
sonal empowerment and task skills, and how to 
create circles of support to sustain a life plan. He 
next looks at employment and residential options, 
and government programs available in the United 
States. Finally he talks the reader through import-
ant financial and legal considerations, including 
how to fund and manage a special needs trust.

•	 “Hal’s	book	is	the	most	comprehensive,	easy-
to-read	book	on	living	with	and	helping	those	
with	disabilities	that	I	have	ever	read	or	imag-
ined.”		-Ally	Bailey,	parent	of	a	daughter	with	an								
intellectual	disability

Hal is a repeat presenter at the National Down-
Syndrome Congress.  Following are audience 
comments:

•	 “Excellent	-	good	audience	interaction,	shar-
ing	and	input.”

•	 “Great	discussion	of	resources	across	the	
nation.”

•	 “Very	helpful,	proactive	information.”

•	 “Excellent	information.		Speaker	very	clear	
with	explanations.		Loved	the	audience	inter-
action	and	Q	&	A.		Speaker	was	an	excellent	
mediator!”

•	 “Informative	for	real	life.”

                Life Planning for your 
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“The	purpose	of	special	needs	planning	is	to	create	
the	best	possible	life	for	an	adult	with	a	disability.	“


